ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

OF  THE 

Borough  of  Eye, 

1910. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  Report  of  the 
Sanitary  condition  of  your  District  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1910. 

Population. 

The  population  of  the  District  in  1901  was 
2,004,  and  the  present  year  is  estimated  at  2,020. 

Death  Rate. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  Distridl 
after  deducting  Deaths  in  the  Union  House  belong- 
ing to  other  Districts  was  23,  the  Death-rate^.being 
1 1 '3  per  1,000.  The  corresponding  Death-rate  for 
Rural  Districts  in  England  and  Wales  was  13*4  per 
1,000. 
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1'he  Death-rates  in  former  years  have  been  : — 


1909 
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97 
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The  average  rate  for  5 years  being  13*7  per  1,000. 

There  were  6 Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year, 
being  a rate  of  136  per  1,000  births.  The  corres- 
ponding rate  for  Rural  Districts  in  England  and 
Wales  being  106  per  1,000  births. 

The  Deaths  include  4 from  Cancer,  and  1 from 
Phthisis. 

Birth  Rate. 

The  number  of  Births  in  Eye  was  44,  a rate  of 
2 1 '7  per  10.  The  corresponding  Birth-rate  in 
England  and  Wales  was  24'8  per  1,000. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

There  was  only  one  notification  of  Infectious 
Disease  in  1910,  viz.,  Erysipilas. 

There  were  no  Deaths  from  Infectious  Disease. 

The  outbreak  of  Plague  in  the  Sam  ford  l nion, 
has  necessitated  the  sending  of  notices  to  owners, 
re  the  destruction  of  rats,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  has  instructed  that 
any  suspicious  case  of  death  in  rats,  etc.,  shall  be 
reported  to  him.  I have  sent  up  2 cats  which  died 
suspiciously,  but  1 am  glad  to  say  the  Report  was 
negative.  By  the  request  of  the  Medical  Officer, 
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rats  caught  in  the  District  have  been  sent  from  time 
to  time  for  examination  ; up  to  the  present  they 
have  all  been  found  healthy. 

Plague  is  now  notifiable  as  an  Infectious 
Disease. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  REPORT. 


Physical  Features. 

The  town  of  Eye  has  an  area  of  4,410  acres,  but 
most  of  the  houses  cover  only  a small  part  of  this. 

The  town  is  situated  in  a valley  on  the  river 
Dove,  the  soil  is  clay  with  a chalk  bed  100  feet 
below  the  surface. 

Occupation. 

The  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  chiefly 
that  of  tradesmen  and  agriculturists. 

House  accommodation. 

The  Houses  in  the  town  are  mostly  very  old, 
the  larger  houses  being  in  fair  repair. 

Many  of  the  Cottages  are  too  small  and  are  in 
bad  repair. 

A House  to  House  inspection,  under  the  “Hous- 
ing of  the  Working  Classes  ACt,”  is  being  under- 
taken. Back  Lane  has  been  inspected  during  the 
past  year. 

Building  Byelaws  are  being  considered  by  the 
Council  for  adoption. 
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Water  supply. 

The  Water  supply  in  this  District  is  by  shallow 
wells,  each  house  or  group  of  houses  having  its  own 
supply.  The  water  is  drawn  from  the  surface  clay 
above  the  chalk,  and  in  many  cases  is  polluted  from 
the  surface. 

I regret  to  say  that  the  proposed  Bungay  and 
Eye  Water  Company  has  failed. 

Milk  supply. 

The  Milk  supply  is  from  dairies  in  the  town  and 
surrounding  villages.  The  three  dairies  in  the  town 
are  registered  and  in  good  order.  One  has  been 
re-registered  owing  to  the  occupier  having  changed. 

Milk  is  also  supplied  to  the  immediate  neigh- 
bours at  the  farmhouses. 

Food,  ete. 

Food  and  Drugs  Adt.  Supplies  are  taken  under 
this  Adi  by  the  County  Police.  Xo  adlion  has  been 
necessary  during  the  year. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  surface  water  and  refuse  water  are  carried 
by  means  of  a system  of  drains  into  the  river  by 
effluents. 

On  the  valley  drain  are  3 cesspools  to  catch  the 
solid  refuse ; and  on  the  main  drain  a filtering 
catchpit ; between  which  and  the  town  the  drain  is 
ventilated. 

The  catchpit  has  been  cleared  out  this  year  and 
new  stones  put  in  place  of  the  old  ones. 
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Excrement  disposal. 

There  are  a few  water  closets  in  the  town  which 
empty  either  direCtly  into  the  drain,  or  into  cesspools 
which  overflow  into  the  drains. 

One  new  water  closet  has  been  put  in  during 
the  year. 

Removal  of  House  Refuse. 

The  scavenging  is  done  by  the  occupiers  of  the 
houses  clearing  their  own  privy,  or  earth-closet,  or 
dustbins. 

Under  the  proposed  Byelaws  the  earth-closets 
have  to  be  cleaned  out  at  least  weekly,  and  the  dust 
bins  monthly. 

Six  privies  have  been  condemned  as  causing 
a nuisance  and  altered  into  earth-closets.  The 
policy  of  abolishing  privies  and  replacing  with  earth 
closets  has  been  followed  for  some  years. 

During  the  year  a special  Report  as  to  the 
Sanitary  condition  of  the  Workhouse  premises  has 
been  made. 

Lodging*  House  Byelaws. 

One  Inn  is  used  as  a common  Lodging  House. 
No  Byelaws  are  in  force. 

Schools. 

There  are  3 Schools  in  your  Distridt,  one  the 
Public  Elementary  School  for  girls  and  boys  ; one 
Secondary  School  under  the  County  Council,  which 
is  in  the  course  of  reconstruction.  I have  seen  the 
plans  of  the  building  and  drainage,  and  consider 
them  satisfactory  : one  Private  School  for  girls. 

J o 
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The  Sanitary  accommodation  in  all  is  satis- 
factory. 

No  infectious  disease  has  been  traced  to  any  of 
these. 

The  Elementary  School  is  inspected  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer  for  the  East  Suffolk  District. 

Methods  of  dealing*  with  Infectious 
Disease. 

Infectious  Diseases  are  isolated  in  their  own 
homes.  In  the  cases  of  children  attending  School, 
I am  working  in  conjunction  with  the  School 
Medical  Officer. 

Houses  are  disinfected  by  the  Urban  Authority. 
There  is  no  disinfecting  apparatus  for  the  use  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

There  has  been  no  need  for  an  Isolation  Hospital 
during  the  year.  A Cottage  is  kept  for  this  purpose. 

Tuberculosis  Regulations. 

A Circular  is  sent  to  every  case  notified  under 
this  order,  and  in  the  case  of  death,  or  the  patient 
leaving  the  house,  the  house  is  disinfected. 

There  is  no  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  these 
cases  in  the  near  neighbourhood ; nor  separate 
accommodation  at  the  Workhouse  Infirmary. 

Workshops  Act. 

All  the  W-  tkshops  in  the  District  have  been 
inspected  during  the  year. 


The  Bakehouses. 
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1 lie  Bakehouses  are  all  clean  and  well  venti- 
lated. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

These  have  all  been  inspected  during  the  year 
and  are  clean  and  in  order.  I have  inspected  these 
during  the  times  of  slaughter  and  am  satisfied  with 
the  arrangements  made. 

New  Byelaws  regulating  these  are,  at  present, 
under  your  consideration. 

Nuisances. 

Nuisances  have  been  reported  to  me  in  15  cases. 
Notices  were  sent  to  Tenants  in  4 cases. 

,,  ,,  Owners  in  7 ,, 

I have  reported  one  row  of  3 Cottages  as  unfit 
for  habitation  ; and  your  notice  to  put  in  proper 
repair,  or  close  the  same,  has  not  been  complied 
with  in  the  case  of  two  of  these.  , 

Appended  to  this  Report  you  will  find  the 
Statistical  Tables  required  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board. 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  E.  BARNES?  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Eye , Feb.  3rd , 1911. 
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